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HOMER’S HYMNS. 
@zos de woe "ev Hesoor "owas 
Tlav7ovas * evepvuoev——" e0Lxa de Joe magaedew 
Qse Sew.——_— ODYSSEY. 
By Heav’n and Heay’n alone 
The genuine seeds of poetry are sown; 
And what the Gods bestow, the lofty lay, 


To Gods alone and godlike worth we pay. 
Pork. 


In these times of reviewing and historical novel writ- 
ing, of volumes in a great part composed of dialogues 
between vulgar and criminal personages, and detailed 
descriptions of barbarous costumes, it is really quite re- 
freshing to hear once more from the old classic mine, 
the original works of Homer. We have now had time 
tu-grow a little weary of even first rate Scottish novels; 
and the repast formed upon the Waverly school, has 
been tapered off with Tales of a Grandfather. The 
brush that shadowed forth, with no mean touches, the 
dangers of the wilderness, and the terrors of Paul 
Jones’s most daring exploits, has devoted itself to dis- 
playing{the nautical merits of a hermaphrodite brig, and 
the conveniences fer smuggling afforded by New York 
harbour. Great unknowns are rising in every quarter; 
and the current ef fresh romantic preductions, some time 
imagined to have been checked by the triumphs of Sir 
Walter, has returned upon us in such accumulated 
masses as to threaten us with a whole school at once, 
where our predecessors were only invaded by a single 
work. Poetry, too, has undergone an equal, if not al- 
together a similar change. Since the Last Minstrel has 
ceased to sing, and the horrors of Byron’s muse have 
been interred Within the plain of Missolonghi, (may no 
goul disturb his remains!) a fresh tribe of sentimentalists 
has fairly overstocked the market, and more than one 
high reputation, founded upon the splendid success of 
a few happy efforts, has made shipwreck upon the re- 
sults of its own popularity; having been by the industry 
of booksellers urged into that notice which at first 
sought it, till the sweetness has palled upon the over- 
loaded palate, and the manna has been loathed. 

When, in the dyspeptic state of mind preduced by a 
long continuance of such aliment, we are again suddenly 
brought in contact with the friends of our juvenile years, 
the deities of Olympus, not as hacked and carved by 
more modern manufacturers of verse, but as presented 
to our view in the original productions of the great 
wster himself, we experience something of the same 
impression which comes ever the mind on entering a 

VII. Vou. 9 


| gallery of statues. The noise, bustle, and stiff dandyism 
| of the street, or the heat and glare of the crowded pic- 
ture apartment, are withdrawn; and we find ourselves 
at once delighted with the mental and corporeal cool- 
ness of the admirable stone. ‘The still beauty of the 
marble, or its imperfect representative, the moulded 
gypsum, the unsullied hue of the white and bloodless 
limbs, the fixed and contemplative aspect of the colour- 
less eye, which never meets that of the spectator, but 
appears to gaze upon some object, present, but invisi- 
ble to mortal sight, the more than human grace and 
majesty of the outlines, the total freedom from the least 
sensation of warmth or bustle, are all well suited to give 
an ideal character to the scene, and force the spectator 
to imagine himself in the presence of a race of beings, 
differing from and surpassing his own. These are the 
forms of the inhabitants of Arcady. These are the real 
tenants of Olympus. These are the remains of the men 
to whom was first given the task of subduing the earth, 
as yet new and green, and basking in all the unabated 
vigour of its first creation. These are the strong and 
beautiful beings who, spared the weakness and de. 
formity with which Providence has avenged the accu- 
mulated offences of long succeeding times, have been 
by their successors erected into Gods, or decorated with 
the inferior but exalted appellation of beroes. 

With every disposition to give way to these romantic 
feelings, I acknowledge that 1 am scarcely fitted to per- 
form the part of a quaint and satirical critic. I dislike 
to subject to the crueible of words and phrases, the ill- 
natured analysis of the modern reviewer, any fresh re- 
velation from the old Muse of primeval Greece, even 
though couched in our own remote and barbarous dia- 
lect. Iam willing to imitate the Greeks themselves, and 
venerate the ancient statue which tradition alleges to 
have fallen from Jupiter, though rude in its execution, 
and defaced by the injuries of time. Among the com- 
mon-place works of the age, the poems of Homer afford 
a relief to the mind, somewhat similar to what is felt on 
turning that corner in Chestnut street, where, amid va- 
riously shaped masses of brick, some in diversified stages 
of decay, others exhibiting the gaudy and glittering 
splendour of modern taste, or among public buildings, 
endeared by history, but disfigured by the gingerbread 
style of eur common architecture, suddenly burst upon 
the view the marble columns of the Bank of the United 
States. All is calm solemnity, quiet strength and sub- 
limity. We feel at once that we are conversant with 
the sensations of men of remotest ages; and that the 
same building that owes its form to the genius of classic 
Athens, will in all probability continue,to periods equally 
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remote, the admiration of succeeding generations. We 
are gazing on what men, by common consent, have re- 
solved to admire through all the Auctuations of times 
and taste. We are here connected, not with particular 
and individual men, but with man in the abstract. Ar- 
chitecture, sculpture, and magnificent poetry, are the 
property of the species; and he who is fortunate enough 
to engrave the movings of his mind on such durable ma- 
terials, may indeed aspire without extravagant expecta- 
tion to become the subject of ‘* Fame’s impartial voice 
in future days.” 

Nor is the object of the Hymns of Homer of less dig- 
nity than befits such reflections. I will not say that the 
perusal of these poems affects the mind with the same 
degree of pleasure as is produced in reading the Iliad 
or Odyssey. They want the strong attraction of a closer 
approach to human adventure, and that powerful source 
of a sustained interest, a continued thread of narration. 
In the two great epics, the interference of the Gods is 
perpetually felt as immediately acting upon the fortunes 
and transactions of human beings like ourselves. While 
they preserve their misty indistinctness of outline, afford- 
ing just enough of the obscure to protect their ideal 
dignity from violation by two great familiarity, and the 
sense of the wonderful from too roughly shocking our 
feelings of probability by a glaring prominence of figure, 
this by no means destroys the historical attractions of 
the narrative, as a display of the contention of mortal 
intellect and feelings. They are themselyes men of an 
elevated species, and actuated by that terrible conflict 
of passions which produces scenic effect; and in one or 
two places, they even condescend to comedy. The 
white-armed Queen of Heaven coaxes Jupiter to sleep, 
to prevent his interference with the war; and the un- 
lucky Venus is in one instance caught in a net, and in 
another rallied (were I not discussing Homer, I should 
say, quizzed) by Minerva for being wounded in battle. 
Besides this amusing anthropomurphism (I take the ex- 
pression from a writer of authority), the divinities of 
Homer are deeply engaged in human war and negocia- 
tions; they are employed upon a tfssue of mortal desti- 
nies, calculated to draw forth all the fervid excitement 
of the most refined politics; they take parties, feel a 
warm interest in them, solicit favours for them,and even 
take the field and fight for them. The bloody struggle 
of Troy, and the misfortunes of Ulysses, are enhanced 
in their interest from the consideration that they divide 
Olympus into factions. * Earth shakes beneath the ce- 
Jestial combatants; and the gloomy monarch of the dead 
leaps from his throne, lest the concussion should expose 
his dark and awful dominions to the light of day. 
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Such wars th’ immortals wage! Such horrors rend 
The world’s vast concave, when the Gods contend! 


Deprived of this mere selfish cause of pleasure, which 
refers to the fortunes of our own inferior race, we may 
still read and admire the Hymns of Homer for sufficient 
intriasic reasons. They are the productions of the great- 
est poetical genius that ever existed, written for the 
purpose of promoting the religion in which he beliey- 





ed, and celebrating the praises of hit Gods. We may and 




















and Odyssey. 
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do feel an intense interest in them simply from the fact 
that they are the productions of the author of the Hiad 
How much, then, must this have been 
increased, when the powers these poems celebrate, were 
the acknowledged object of public and legalized adora- 
tion; when the neglect of them was stigmatized as impi- 
ety, and the payment of due respect to them was found 
coincident with the best examples the country contain- 
ed of strict morals and lofty honour; when their temples 
crowned every hill, and the white columns of their por- 
ticoes gleamed through every shady recess of their sweet 
and beautiful land. 

Of the translation of Dr. Conwell, I shall not speak,nor 
shall I say much of the versification. It is defective in ma- 
ny points; but in others is fully adequate to the purpose. 


I will not stop to criticise grammar and the choice of 


words; but proceed at once to a selection,with which this 
essay shall conclude. It is not one of the loftier strains, 


descriptive of Jupiter and Apollo; nor even of his own 
Minerva, who is almost neglected in the collection; but 


an example of the talents of the mighty master for the 
more still and retired beauties of nature—a woodland 
scene, appropriate to America. 


The nymphs shall find him—damsels that reside 
In bosky shades along the mountain side, 
Their sacred home, their calm, retir’d abodes; 
For not with men they mingle, nor with gods. 
Their lives are long; their drink nectareous sweets; 
Their sport the dance; their food ambrosial meats. 
Yet the Silenians and the God that waves 
The golden wand, oft meet them in the caves, 
The shadowy caves that musically drop 
Cold tears of crystal from the dripping top. 
By these begotten, oaks umbrageous spread, 
And fir trees diadem the mountain’s head. 
Their groves are all immortal, as they tell; 
For them no mortal hand can prune or fell. 

« * * 7 * 


These nymphs will tend the infant, P. 





SMITEIVS HISTORY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
[contrncED rnom PaGE 370.] 
CHAPTER XIX. 


Account of the establishment of the Affirmation in Penn- 
sylvania and New Jersey on its present footing—The 
Address of the Yearly meeting of these provinces to Kin 
George the first on that occasion—A cautionary epiatle 
from Friends in London respecting the Affirmation— 


Deaths and Characters of several eonsiderable settlers 
and eminent persons. 


{1725.] Though, (as we may have seen in the fore- 
geing parts of this work) an ample colony of honest, 
industrious, and wealthy persons, removed themselves 
and families into Pennsylvania, and by the blessing of 
Providence on their endeavours, have since made a con- 
siderable addition to the English empire without any 
charge to the crown; many of whom would never have 
entered upon such an enterprize, had it not been with 
a view of enjoying not only the Franchises and immu- 
nities granted them by charter, but such further rights 
and privileges as might best suit their circumstances, 
as differing in several points from some other protes- 
tants, particularly in the case of swearing, which thé 
proprietary and first purchasers (some of whom were 
not Quakers) on the 5th day of the month called May, 
1682, did conclude should be supplied by solemnly 
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promising to speak the truth, &c. and at the first gene- back upon it with admiration, and kings may set before 


ral assembly, held at Chester for this province and the 
counties annexed, on the 7th of December in the said 
year, 1682, the same passed intoa law, and on the 10th 
day of the month called March, 1682-3, it was by the 
proprietor, with the advice and consent of the Free- 
men of this province and territories not to be altered 
or repealed without the consent of the Governor, and 
six parts in seven of the Council and Assembly after- 
wards, when Col, Fletcher was governor under the im- 
mediate direction of the Crown; the same form of af- 
firmation by a solemn promise was established here and 
confirmed at home in the year 1694 instead of an oath, 
and so it was practised in all cases after the Proprietary 
was restored to his government in the year 1696, which 
was since the statute that first enacted the affirmation 
in England. 

After the proprietary’s reassuming his government, 
the laws were revised in 1700 and 1701, and this about 
the manner of giving evidence with divers others were 
remitted to Queen Anne in council in 1705, and was re- 
ferred to the consideration of Northey then attorney gen- 
eral, who did not object to the form of words or legal 
effect of solemnly promising, &c. instead of an oath or 
other affirmation; but his opinion was to repeal the said 
act, because the punishment of wilfully falsifying that 
solemn promise was extended further than the law of 
England required, which thereupon was repealed ac- 
cordingly. 

The people called Quakers continued in the enjoy- 
ment of this fundamental right for above twenty years 
with good success until the said repeal, but that occa- 
sioned them for several years te labor under many dif- 
ficulties, and divers essays were from time to time made 
for reviving the aforesaid privilege, but one thing or 
another interposed, so that their endeavors did net fully 
take effect till the year 1725, when an act prescribing 
the forms of declaration of fidelity, abjuration and af- 
firmation, instead of the forms before required in such 
cases having passed here, the same was ratified by the 
King in Council, and thereby became perpetual. In 
like manner many embarrassments and difficulties at- 
tended the people called Quakers, from time to time in 
New Jersey upon the same account, though the equity 
of their right to an affirmation in their own form, was as 
old as the constitution, and in fact the original settle- 
ment of the province in a great measure depended up- 
on it, yet methods were found to put a considerable in- 
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ithemthe example. Posterity will mark it in their an- 

| nals, and if ever again attempts should be made upon 
true liberty and the laws, princes may find the mistake 
and dishonor of such endeavors in former times, and 
remark thy reign as the way to true grandeur. 

We have great cause among the rest of our fellow 
subjects, to express our affection and duty to our sove- 
reign, and to be as we truly are, particularly thankfal 
for the royal assent to an act of this province, entitled 
an act for the prescribing forms of declaration, of fideli- 

| ty, abjuration and affirmation instead of the forms here- 
tofore required in such cases. 

This benevolence of our king in a matter which so 
nearly touches the conscience, makes deep impression 
in our hearts beyond words; but to the Almighty who 
sees them do we earnestly pray for the long continuance 
of his reign, and that an increase of blessings may be 
showered down on his person and throne, and that his 
prosperity may be established therein. 

The speech of Joseph Wyeth, Joshua Gee, John 
Aschen and John Estaugh to the King at the delivery 
of the addresses, transmitted from Pennsylvania. May 
it please the King. 

These two addresses transmitted to us from Pennsyl- 
vania, are one from the Assembly of that province, the 
other from our Friends called Quakers in their private 
capacity. Thy dutiful subjects doin both these express 
their humble and thankful acknowledgements for the 
King’s gracious goodness to them, in giving the royal 
sanction to an act of that Assembly, whereby they are 
replaced ina privilege they had as first planters of that 
colony. What we beg is, that the king will be gra- 
ciously pleased to accept from us these their dutiful ad- 
dresses. 

The King’s Answer. 

“{ shallbe always pleased to do you service.”—The 
people called Quakers in those provinces being now as 
well by the constitutions of both governments, as by sub- 
sequent acts in consequence of them, entitled to the 
privileges of the affirmation, and exempted from oaths, 
fidelity and circumspection as it hitherto hath done; 
and even as materially as cause and effect ought ferever 
| to attend the principle against them in all its operations, 
| and with the addition of gratitude to government for 
i the favor, remain a lasting obligation to all posterity 

who censcientiously scruple taking them. The duties 
relative thereto are more particularly expressed in the 


terruption to this just and reasonable privilege, which, | following epistle, wrote on occasion of the last affirma- 
at length, finally terminated inthe act of the first of | tion act in England, and some parts of the subject mat- 


George II. which act was confirmed and rendered per- 
petual by the King in Council, the 4th of the month 
called May, 1732. ‘The Assembly of the province of 
Pennsylvania, and the people called Quakers from their 
Yearly Meeting of this year, separately addressed the 
King to manifest their gratitude for his confirmation of 
the affirmatidn act of Fenrsylvania. ‘That from the 
Yearly Meeting was as followeth: 

To our gracious Sovereign, George, King of Great Bri- 

lain, &§e. 

The humble address of his protestant subjects called 
Quakers from their yearly meeting held at Philadelphia 
in the Province of Pennsylvania, the twenty-first day of 
the seventh month, one thousand, seven hundred and 
twenty-five. 

In an humble sense of the many blessings and virtues 
which flow from the divine being to mankind, we can- 
not but see and acknowledge them to be, in a peculiar 
manner, dispensed to nations and people over whom he 
hath been pleased to establish so gracious a prince, 
great in his goodness and love to his people, great in the 
benignity of his reign, which reaches to the most dis- 
tant of his subjects, and great in the sight of the nations 
round about. 

if any of the present age should yet, through wanton. 

f ress or wickedness shut their eyes, and not see or be 
thankful for such happiness, ages to come will look 


| ter, being applicable to these provinces, such are there- 


fore here inserted. 

| An epistle of caution to Friends in general relating to the 
solemn affirmation. 
From a meeting held in London the second of the 

| first month, 1721-2. : 
| Dear Friends and Brethren, —This meeting, under a 
| weighty sense of the great favor which it hath pleased 
| the Lord to incline the heart of the King and those in 

the government to grant us; by passing into a Iswa form 

of solemn affirmation, which will remove the conscien- 
‘cious scruples many Friends lay under, (and thereby 
‘enable all to follow their lawfu! occupations, trades and 
| civil concerns without lett or hindrance on any account) 
doth find a concern to recommend to all Friends in their 
quarterly, monthly, or particular meetings where this 
| law doth or may extend. 

That they in an especial manner have a watchful eye 
and oversight of their several members that this great 
favor be not abused or misused by any professing truth 
with us. 

Our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ told his 
disciples, **Ye are the light of the world: a city that is 
| set upon a bill cannot be hid,” and in every age as ma- 
| ny as do walk in obedience to his gospel must unavoid- 
| ably be so; “the daily cross and self denial,” which be 
| doth enjoin, (those sure tokens of a Christian disciple ) 








i 
One 


« 


ow 


REM Raw RR! AT a 





pon ay 


nw ae ee 


ey nay ae 
ei 


=m 
meena 
= 








68 FINANCES OF THE COMMONWEALTH. [Janvanr 





are public marks which are easily seen and readily ob- Let it also be cc nsidered that the ground of our peti- 
served by those with whom we have occasion of busi- | tioning and soliciting for this further ease and relief was 
ness or converse, and our transacting hereof with up- | a conscientious scruple. How infamous therefore would 
rightness, justice and moderation, will shew that we | it be for any who profess a scruple to swear at all, at 
have an awful regard to our Lord Jesus Christ, whom | the same time to be guilty of false affirming, and while 
we acknowledge and declare to be our great lawgiver | they pretend to great degrees of purity to fall short in 
and example. \ common honesty. It is indeed among the highest de- 
The great end and design of the new covenant, grace | grees of hypocrisy; a crime abhorred by God and man. 
and truth, which is come by him, is to draw men into| Dear Friends under the very weighty consideration 
obedience to his law, written in the heart, by which | of these things, this epistle is recommended to you in 
only the inside can be made clean; and according to the | order to stir up all to be careful upon every occasion to 
degrees of obedience to this divine law, which the Apos- | prevent the many evils and mischiefs which may ensue, 
tle calls “The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus,” | upon the abuse of so great favor,which care we think may 
the proper effect thereof will appear, that is the outside | in some measure be answered by two or three faithful 
will be clean also. Hereby truth, justice, righteousness, | and judicious Friends, attending the Assizes and Quar- 
and charity, will shine forth in the words and actions of | ter Sessions in every county, whereby there may be a 
such, and then may truly be applied to them that saying | service in several respects, as first, if there should come 
of Christ, ‘A city that is set upon a hill cannot be hid.” | to those Courts any pretending to be Quakers, and un- 
Beside the inward engagements of this divine law, to | der that pretence, require to be admitted to our solemn 
speak and act according to truth, there is at this time | affirmation, and thereby excuse themselves from an oath 
also an outward engagement, which the government | which they may hold asa great sanction to the preju- 
hath laid upon us, not only by the favour of this act, but | dice of an honest cause, which may suffer through such 
also by the manner wherein they have conferred it; for in | deceit, while in truth they are not Quakers, nor by us 
the preamble it is said, “It is evident that the said peo- | reputed such, here Friends will be at hand ready to de- 
ple called Quakers, have not abused the liberty and in- | tect such impostors. Secondly, they wili have service 
dulgence allowed them by law.” Which testimony of | in advising any friend who may be obliged to attend ei- 
the legislature concerning the use of the late solemn | ther at the assizes or sessions, in any cause wherein they 
affirmation, upon twenty-five years experience, ought | may stand in need, as also to be assisting to any Friend, 
at least to stir up all Friends to great watchfulness and | that no imposition or addition of words be put to the 
care in the use of this furtlier ease and relief, that this tes- | affirmation, either unwarily or designedly by any offi- 
timony may be continued, and thereby confirm the go- | cer with purpose to ensnare, 
vernment in their favourable sentiments concerning us. | ‘To all these particulars we think it necessary to add, 
And this signa] indulgence may draw the eyes and | and very earnestly and tenderly to recommend to all 
observation of many people upon us; it may be expected | Friends, that as much as may be, they do avoid all dis- 
among these, some will look on us with an evil eye, | putes and differences with their neighbours and as much 
watch for our halting, and seek occasion against us upon | as possible ‘follow peace with all men.”” And in a 
any misuse or abuse of this legal privilege, which any | particular manner we do press that all disputes and dif- 
professing truth with us,or but bearing the name, should | ferences between Friends be avoided, or if any do hap- 
fall into or commit. pen, that earnest endeavours be used by accommoda- 
First, therefore, that there be no misuse of this favor, | tion, or equitable and impartial referrence, to end them 
we do earnestly desire and entreat, that the several | without going to law, that so the rebuke of the Apostle 
meetings do advise and exhort Friends, that they watch { may not necessarily be applied to any ‘‘now therefore 
against all vexatious and trifling causes of difference, | there is utterly afault among you, because ye go to law 
and not for any such cause implead or commence suits | with one another. 
of law upon the encouragement of this solemn affirma- Dear Friends, these things, in a Christian concern of 
tion, for that would certainly be a perverting the good | mind we have represented, in order that all may be 
design of the government in the granting thereof, and | stirred up to an humble and faithful walking, not as 
must be deemed a great misuse of this privilege. knowing that any will fall short in the above particu- 
Secondly, that there be no abuse thereof committed, | lars; “But beloved we are persuaded better things of 
we do in like manner entreat and desire that Friends | you; and things that accompany salvation though we 
may be exhorted and advised, when any just and valu- | thus speak.” 
able occasion doth require any to make use of this af-| Signed by appointment and in behalf of the said meet_ 
firmation, that such Friend or Friends be very consider- | ing by BENJAMIN BEALING. 
ate and sure of the truth of what they are about to affirm; | 


for where property or liberty are concerned, a false or , , 
corrupt evidence is very injurious and may prove de- SSOCK GWHED OF THS_ STATS. 


structive. Besides, it ought on all occasions to be re- | port on the Finances of the Commonwealth of Pennsy/- 


membered, that ‘‘A false witness shall not be unpunish-|  %2”#@, for the year 1830, made to the Leguslature, by 
ed, and he that speaketh lies shall not escape,”’ and that | the Auditor General, agreeably to law. 
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the command “Thou shalt not bear false witness,” is as } (Concluded from page 55 ) 

well in the Gospel as in the law; and that ‘‘All liars shall | APPENDIX. 

have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and | Bawx any oTHER STocK, THE PROPERTY OF THE Com- 
brimstone.” To these inward obligations on the con- MONWEALTH, NovemBeER, 1830. 

science to truth speaking, there is also added the out- BANK STOCK. 


tard guard of pains, penalties, and forfeitures, to be | 2,500 shares in the Bank of 
inflicted on such as shall lawfully be convicted of wilful| Pennsylvania, subscribed 


and corrupt affirming or declaring, as if the same per-| by the state on its incor- 
sons had been convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury. poration, at $400 per 
We cannot omit also toremind you, that should any| share, $1,000,000 00 
under our name, so far depart from the righteous law of | 1,250 shares, subscribed in 
God as herein to become guilty, they will thereby con-| pursuance of an act pass- 
tract to themselves perpetual infamy, and to the body ed in February, 1810, ex- 
whereof they may pretend to be members very great} tending the charter, 500,000 00 
scandal and reproach, and such instances repeated might ———- 1,500,000 00 
rovoke the government to deprive us of this great | 5,233 shares in Philadelphia 
efit. How great would be the load of guilt on any Bank, at $100 per share, 523,300 00 


who should be the occasion thereof. 1,708 sharesin the Farm- 
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ers’ and Mechanics’ Bank, Monongahela, 40,000 00 id 
at $50 per share, 85,400 00| Allegheny, 40,000 00 tf 

French creek bridge at Franklin, 5,000 00 =i 
$2,108,700 - Conemaugh, 5,000 00 iy 
—_—_—_—— | big Beaver, 15,000 00 BA 
TURNPIKE STOCK. Wilkesbarre, 28,000 00 et 
Harrisburg, Carlisle and Chambersburg, 84,500 00 | Danville, 10,000 00 a4 
Chambersburg and Bedford, 172,030 00 Norristown, 6,000 00 wi 
Bedford and Stoystown, 104,000 00 | —410,000 00 i 1 
Stoystown and Greensburg, 112,500 00 anes +t 
Greensburg and Pittsburg, 89,000 00 CANALS. i} 
Huntingdon, Cambria and Indiana, 171,850 CO | Union Canal, 50,000 00 i 
Erie and Waterford, 5,000 00 | Schuylkill navigation company, 50,000 00 
Perkiomen and Reading, 53,000 00 | Five hundred shares in the Ches- 4 
Gap and Newport, 20,000 00 | apeake and Delaware canal, if 
Waynesburg, Greencastle and Mercersburg, 11,379 96 subscribed by the Philadel- 4 
Morgantown, Churchtown and Blue Ball, 9,000 00 phia Bank, and to be transfer- 2 
Little Conestoga, 10,000 00 red to the state at the expira- at 
Berks and Dauphin, 29,000 00 | tion of fifteen years from the My 
Fi Lancaster and Middletown, 10,000 00; date of subscription, per act it 
; Easton and Wilkesbarre, 12,500 00; of 28th March, 1823, 100,000 00 a 
p Susquehannah and Lehigh, 10,000 00 — 200,000 00 iB 
fi Milford and Owego, 31,000 00 ee nD ae 
; Downingtown, Ephrata and Harrisburg, 60,000 00 RECAPITULATION. if 
Centre and Kishacoquillas, 20,000 00 | Bank Stock, 2,108,700 00 3 
Centre, , 80,000 00 | Turnpike Stock, 1,911,243 39 iat 
Susquehanna and York, 5,000 00 | Bridge Stock, 410,000 00 ir 
York and Gettysburg, 40,000 00 | Canal Stock, 200,000 00 i 
New Holland, 10,000 00 4,629,943 39 ee 
Springhouse, Northampton and Bethlehem, 10,000 00 1d 
Cayuga and Susquehanna, 6,900 00 | Appropriations and balances of appropriations, &¢c. un- Ue 
Susquehanna and Waterford, 140,000 00 paid 1st December, 1830. [ 
Susquehanna and and Tioga, 30,409 00 TURNPIKES. Va 
Bridgewater and Wilkesbarre, 25,000 00} Springhouse, Northampton and tes 
Pittsburg and New Alexandria, 48,360 00} Bethlehem, 15,000 00 FF 
New Alexandria and Conemaugh, 16,100 00 Lycoming and Potter, 8,405 84 {i 
Belmont and Easton, 17,500 00 | Clifford and Wilkesbarre, 1,667 16 iy 
Phillipsburg and Susquehanna, 17,500 00 | York and Gettysburg, 6 09 : 
Pittsburg and Butler, 19,666 67 | Downingtown, Ephrata and Har- 
Butler and Mercer, 19,666 67 | _ risburg, 69 63 
Mercer and Meadville, 19,666 67 | Waynesburg, Greencastle & Mer- 
Anderson’s ferry, Waterford & New Haven, 10,000 00 cersburg, $3,620 04 
Pittsburg and Steubenville, 12,000 00 | Huntingdon, Cambria and Indiana, 25 95 
Ridge Road,: 25,000 00} Philadelphia, Brandywine and 
Bethany and Dingman’s choice, 8,000 00} London, 12,500 00 
Robbstown and Mount Pleasant, 15,000 00} Washington and Pittsburg, 962 73 
Mount Pleasant and Somerset, 18,500 00 | Washington and Williamsport, 11,666 67 
Somerset and Bedford, 21,500 00 | Chambersburg and Bedford, 118 22 
Hanover and Carlisle, 10,000 00 | New Alexandria and Conemaugh, 75 93 
Millerstown and Lewistown, 35,865 62 | Harrisburg and Millerstown, 300 50 
Bellefonte and Phillipsburg, 20,000 00 Little Conestoga, 22 04 
Philadelphia, Brandywine and New London, 2,500 00| Derrstown and Northumberland, 4,607 50 
Belmont and Oghquega, 5,000 00 | Milesburg and Smethsport, 15,166 68 
Harrisburg and Millerstown, 40,000 00 | Gettysburg and Hagerstown, 20,000 00 
Philadelphia and Great Bend, 12,000 00} York Haven & Harrisburg Bridge,12,000 00 
Lewistown and Huntingdon, 46,534 38 | York and Conewago, 6,000 00 
Armstrong anc Indiana, 9,000 00 —112,214 98 
Clifford and Wilkesbarre, 4,832 84 neue 
Indiana and Ebensburg, 12,000 00 BRIDGES. 
Washington and Williamsport, 3,333 33 | Juniata Bridge, 1,000 00 
Washington and Pittsburg, 11,037 27 | Catawissa Bridge, 5,000 00 
Lycoming and Potter, 11,594 16 ——— 6,000 00 
Midaletown and Harrisburg, 14,000 00 
Bellefonte, Aaronsburg & Youngmanstown, 29,000 00 RIVERS. 
Buttler and Kittaning, 5,000 00} Delaware, 1,000 00 
Milesburg and Smethsport, 4,835 S2| Susquebanna and Branches, 
Derrstown and Youngmanstown, 5,092 50 per act of twenty-sixth 
— March, 1821, 2,000 00 





1,911,243 39 | For improving the navigation 
of the Susquehanna from 





BRIDGES. Columbia to tide, per act of 
Columbia, 90,000 00 thirty-first March, 1823, 4,312 52 
Harrisburg, 90,000 00 Ditto, from Columbia to Nor- 
Northumberland, 50,000 00 thumberland, per act of 
Lewisburg, _ 20,000 00 | twenty-fifth March, 1825, 10,878 00 
Nescopeck, 8,000 00 —————._ 18,190 52 


£Shuylkill Bridge at Pettstown, 3,000 00. 


a ee 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Penitentiary near Pittsburg, per 
act of first April, 1826, 114 98 

Western University, per act of 
ninth March, 1826, 

Dickinson College, per act of 
thirteenth February, 1826, 

Commissioners of Erie county, 
for rebuilding public build- 
ings,per act of fifteenth March, 
1824, 

For improving a road from the 
mouth of Juniata to Mahonton- 
go creek, per act of 13th 
April, 1827. 

Commissioner for improving the 
public ground at Harrisburg, 
per act of 14th April, 1828, 

Deaf and Dumb Institution, per 
act of 25d January, 1829, 


2,400 00 


9,000 00 


rn 
Or 


00 00 


5 


600 00 


3,000 00 
16,000 00 








DUE ON LOANS. 

Stock loan, per act of 2d 
April 1821, re-imbursable 
Ist June, 1841, 

Stock loan per act of thir- 
teenth March, 1824, $380,- 
000 re-imbursable first May, 
1834, and the residue first 
January, 1839, 

Stock loan per act of 11th 
April, 1825, re-imbursable 
1st January, 1840, 

Bank of Montgomery county, 
at an interest of 4} per cent. 

re-imbursable Ist May, 
1835, 60,000 00 

Farmer’s Bank of Lancaster, 
at an interest of 44 per cent. 
re-imbursable Ist May, 

1837, 25,000 00 

Easton Bank, at an interest of 
5 per cent. re-imbursable 
Ist May, 1837, reserving 
the right of the siate to re- 
imburse the same at any 
time within that period, 

Harrisburg Bank, at an inter- 
est of 5 percent. re-imburs- 
able in May, 1827, reserv- 
ing the right of the state to 
re-imburse the same at any 
time within that period, 


930,000 00 


600,000 00 


150,000 00 


25,000 00 


50,000 00 


Stock loan, pertaining to the 
Pennsylvania Canal, per act 
of Ist April, 1826, re-im- 
bursable 1st December, 
1846, 300,000 00 

Stock loan, pertaining to do. 
per act of 9th April, 1827, 
re-imbursable lst December 
1850, 1,000,000 00 

Stock loan, pertaining to do. 
per act of 24th March, 1828, 
re-imbursable Ist Decem- 
ber, 1853, 2,000,000 00 

Stock loan, pertaining to do. 
peract of 18th December, 
1828, re-imbursable 1st Jan- 
uary 1854, 

Stock loan, pertaining to do. 
per act of 22d April, 1829, 
re-imbursable 1st Decem- 
ber, 1854, 2,200 000 00 

Stock loan, pertaining to do. 


800,000 00 





(Janrvany 
| per act of thirteenth March, 
| 1830, re-imbursable 4th 
March, 1858, 4,000,000 00 
10,300,000 00 




















Recapitulation of debts due by the Commonwealth. 


Turnpikes, 


\ 

| 12,140,000 00 
| 112,324 98 
| 


Bridges, 6,000 00 
Rivers, 18,190 52 
Miscellaneous, 33,614 98 


, Due on loans, 12,140,000 00 


12,510,020 48 
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[Continued from page 38.] 
In the operation of the range to which my observa- 


33,614 98 | tions more particularly apply, the Jowest point at which 


four hundred and fifty feet, above the level of the river, 
and coal has been found, in a very extensive sweep— 
almost wherever searched for, at that level, throughout 
these mountains. The Lick Run mine has an eleva- 
tion of four hundred and eighty feet. The Tangascu- 
tack mine about the same, and coal has been uncovered 
on Queens Run at a like elevation; and so it is discover- 
ed at a like height as said in the mountains westwardly, 
| for many miles—evincing a stratum of great, though 
not unequalled extent. It is conceived that coal may 
, be found above this level, in as much as a stratum is actu- 
| ally exhibited, overlying the Lick Run bed, at a dis- 
| tance of some fifty feet; and of superior dimensions as 
| said, in regard to depth. Sothe Lycoming mine is re- 
| presented of an elevation, aboye the river, of eight or 
ten Lundred feet; and veins on Pine Creek are found 
ata greater height. But incredulity rests on the ex- 
| tence of coal below the level assumed:—And, if I mis- 
| take not, the secret lies mainly inthis. The depth of 
the hills are less easily looked into than their surface. 
| A few feet of comparatively superficial examination is 
_more readily made, than a search, extending into the 
| bowels of the mountains; and the secrets of those moun- 
_ tains may be locked up for an age to come, as the up- 
per strata will more than supply all pessible demands 
| that this age and generation can make upon them. 

But facts do exist, in my judgment, if rightly repre- 
sented, decisive of the matter. Coal is found, as I am 
assured, in the bed of the river some ten miles west from 
 Tangascutack, and fifteen from Lick Run. Now unless 

the bed of the river, at the point referred to, rises to the 
coal of the stratum at Tangascutack and Lick Run, here 


eit coal may be expected to be found, is assumed, at some 


—-—— 160,000 00 is presented one stratum at least, below that of the said 


mines as much as the river, at the said point, is below 
| the level of the mines; and the difference cannot be less 
-than four hundred feet; at this depth therefore, or 

thereabouts, below the mine at Lick Run, might the 
_ stratum in the river be expected to be struck. The 
extent the stratum must attain isan argument deemed 
of no force in opposition—the points referred to bein 
within the limits of the same immense coal field, and 
the upper strata confessedly extending beyond these 
points. If lower strata exist, it willbe acknowledged, 
by those acquainted with the usual shape and charac. 
ter of these deposites, that they are, at least, as exten- 
sive as the upper. 

But it is contended that the variance observable in the 
Dip ot the rocks, below the level alleged as terminat- 
ing in the coal strata, favours the position taken,in oppo- 
| silion to the existence of coal, in such lower strata and 
itis here that the rocks present a greater inclination 
| at the bases of the mountains, and for three or four 
| hundred feet upwards, than they do farther on, towards 
| their summits—the rock strata at the base dipping at 
| an angle of twenty five or thirty degrees, while those 
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towards the top are nearly horizontal ' 
prevalence of Mica in the lower rocks, beyond what is 
observable in the upper, is referred to, in farther aid; 
but in regard to this circumstance, if it afford an infer- 
rence at all, it is favourable to the presence of coal, at 
the lowest depth claimed for it. Micaceous sandstone 
being a rock characteristic of the regular coal formation, 
and the sandstone, at the feet of these ranges, being 
decidedly micaceous, while that at top might be more 
doubtful. 

As respects the Dip: How far this feature in the 
‘Mountains, in the neighbourhood of Lick Run, extends, 
I know not; but it may prevail extensively, having its 
origin, evidently, in a cause not partial, but general in 
its operation. It affects the mountain mass here for 
miles, and if owing to a force upheaving the entire mass, 
it has been so equably exerted, as probably to leave its 
impress on the whole chain. But I would not ascribe 
it to such acause, inthe absence of more convincing 
evidence than we possess of it. ‘The description and 
confusion of strata, consequent on a sudden and violent 
commotion of a mountain mass,is,in no trace observable. 
I would rather presume the whole to be a mechanical 
deposit on the basement limestone. The position then, 
of the superincumbent matter would, in the first in- 
tance, be that of the foundation rock, approximating a 
horizontal position in the progress of the deposit, in 
the ratio of its distance from that rock. The dip, with 
its variations, would thus, in my view, be most rational- 
ly accounted for, though -it may not exactly square 
with the latest and most approved method ot ma- 


So also the 


| lower secondary; and hence, the place of the anthra.- 
cite grit stone, must be under the bituminous coal for- 
| mation, and thus ranking with the British grit stone.— 
Taking the Schuylkill conglomerate then, as the mill 
stone grit, and comparing it with the conglomerate 
of the Alleghenies, marked differences would appear, 
as well in the structure and composition of the mass 
themselves, as in their relations—those of the latter be- 
ing in general, much less firm than the former, the peb- 
bles comparatively loosely embedded and smaller paste 
| less silicious; the surface of the fracture often dull. But 
after all, as this order of rocks ranges from the primitive 
formation, or near to that period, through the interme- 
| diate grades, up to the tertiary; and as striking: simili- 
tude is so frequently observable in the rock masses 
themselves, the best and often only criterion of the era 
of these rocks, is, lL apprehend, the relation they sustain 
to other strata. In these ranges, then, though the pre- 
cise place of this rock, is not ascertained, yet it is cer. 
tain that it is found towards the bases of the mountains, 
alternating with the same fine grained friable, micaceous 
sandstone, that is observed, covering the coal in the 
horizontal strata of the mountains. So, if my informa- 
tion be correct, it forms the floor of the Tangascutack 
vein, with the interposition, perhaps, of a thin stratum of 
shale; and this mine, most probably, lies higher than the 
Lick Run mine, as-will appear in progress. It is seen 
on the summits of some of the mountains farther west, 
above coal strata, uncovered in the same mountains; 
and is said to abound on the elevated ridge, in which is 
the Lycoming mine. ‘These facts would seem to es- 


king mountains. The hypothesis would seem to re-| tablish the character of the Allegheny pudding stone: 
ceive confirmation from the circumstance that there is no It is not the “mill stone grit”—notthe underlying rock 
precise point at which the position of the strata under- | of the mountainous coal measures, and that caps the 
go a change, from the inclined to the horizontal—the | ranges of the anthracite formation, but it is the conglo- 
change being gradual, as stated, though perbaps more | merate of the bituminous coal measures, and contempo- 
rapid and perceptible in the more elevated portions of | rary with the series of strata composing that formation: 
the mass. If then, the rock strata belong to the coal | hence, though it may not be traced in the horizontal 
formation, Isee nothing in the mere dip, justifying a| strata of Lick Run chains, (a matter by no means certain) 
conclusion adverse to the existence of coal below the | it aflords but slender foundation for the argument built, 
assumed level:and such are the rock stiata—sandstone | in part upon it, that its presence in the inclined strata 
and slaté from top to bottom; and I would as soon ex- | repels the idea of coal therein. 

pect that, because sandstone appears amongst the hori-| ‘The conclusion, then, I arrived atis, that the series 
zontal strata, at top, it would not be found amongst | of coal strata may extend downwards, to a contrast with 
the inclined strata, at bottom, 4s coal being found at | the basement limestone, or such other rock below the 
bottom—coal as much belonging to the formation as | base of the mountains, (mill stone grit ifthere) as may 
sandstone; but the latter, from being less easily acted | underlie the coal formation. ‘This conclusion might be 
upon by atmospheric influence, addresses itself to the | still farther strengthened, by adverting to the springs, 
eye, and asserts its presence, while the outcrop of the | of adecidedly mineral character, that issue from the 


former, from the rapid decomposition of the mineral, is | feet ofthose chains, and that powerfully indicate the 
in vain looked for at the surface, and is only found with- 


in, beyond the reach of the defacing agents. 
I would, however, adventure a doubtin regard to the 


existence of coal in the mountains, southwardly from 
Queen’s Run, at least at a low level. 


It is the very fron- | 


existence of coal, perhaps, low in the mountains. I will 
| however, barely refer to one spring, rising in the mar- 
) gin of the river, at the mouth of Queens’ Run, that may 
| be worth a careful examination. 


I have occupied greatly more time on the above 


tier mountain of the bituminous coal range, and in its | question than I designed; but | found it leading to a no- 
precipitous and'lofty front,and rock strata, exhibits fea- | tice of various facts connected with these ranges, that 


tures that differ from its northern associates,&that would 
seem to ally it with the range opposite to it, extending 
down the river, southwardly, and connecting with the 
Bald Eagle chain, in which coal is not found. 

One other consideration remains to be adverted to 
on the subject I have been discussing. It is the con- 
glomerate rock, or the pudding stone of the Alleghe- 
nies the ‘mill stone grit” of British geologists? This is 
a most important point, and different opinions are ex- 
pressed about it. If it is the mill stone grit, its place, in 
the English coal fields, is between the coal measures 
and the carboniferous limestone, and doubtless, such 
would be its place here; and of course, it might be fruit- 
less to extend the search for coal further than to this 
rock. I believe itis not the mill stone grit. Thecon- 
glomerate rocks, so profusely covering the anthracite 
ranges, rank I imagine, with that class. They are con- 
sidered generally, as belonging*to the Transition or- 
de, as is the entire anthracite formation; and thus, an- 
tenor in time, to the bituminous, which ranks in the 


otherwise would have escaped me, I therefore followed 
the lead,as much for the sake of introducing such facts, 
as the discussion; for after all, it must be confessed the 
Augur best decides such questions; and its aid is always 
at hand. 


I proceed, as briefly as practicable, to some other no- 
tices of this region. 

Coaling operations have just commenced here, though 
coaling has for some years past, formed a small business 
farther up the river, especially towards the mouth of 
Clearfield creek, and at Karthaus. One mine only has 
been fully opened here,on Lick Run,as has been stated. 
This mine is about a mile and a half, by the road from 
the river. A drift has been run into it, towards the 
South, one hundred and fifty feet, and operations have 
branched out, laterally, some distance. The mine was 
opened in 1829, and about one thousand tons of coal 
have been obtained. The bed of coal is four feet thick, 
and horizontally co-extensive with the mountain.— 
‘The bed has an inclination of about three degrees, af- 
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fording a ready discharge to the small amount of water | amount of agricultural and other product, adequate to 
that penetrates through the clay roof, into the drift, | the supply of the dense populatien. An enlightened 
near to iis mouth; the mine being perfectly dry, be- | and enterprising people, of industrious and moral habits 
tween the slate rocks, which occur at some thirty feet | —who shall calculate her ultimate advance !—England’s 
from the entrance. A stratum of coal, six feetindepth, | prosperity is traced mainly to her coal and to her iron. 
is said to lie at an elevation of about fifty feet above | Pennsylvania has more of both than England possesses; 
this mine; no more, however, than its presence is as yet | —but my purpose is practical, and my time the present, 
ascertained, if that be in its proper dimensions. ‘The | I therefore leave to others to run out the comparison, 
coal is brought out of the mine in considerable masses; | while I pass on to smaller matters. 
but its texture is loose, and a slight stroke breaks it It is believed, there is not present, on the West 
down. Much of it is stained with an oxyd of iron, in | Branch, a situation so favourable for coaling operations, 
no respect, in my knowledge injurious to the coal, and | as that from the mouth of Queens run to the Tangas- 
indicating a super incumbent bed of that mineral. In | cutack. The canal will extend its influence beyond Lick 
regard to the quality and character of the coal, personal | run. The dam, to be constructed across the river, 
observation enables me only to say— |above the Bald Eagle creek, will throw back the 
That it is of the slaty variety; its colour a shining | water to some point above Lick run, and thus forma 
black, tarnished occasionally by foreign substances; | basin, connecting with the canal, and affording pecu- 
burning readily with considerable flame and smoke,and | liar facilities for loading and shipping coal, &c. &c. 
forming a hard porous coke. An analysis has been | throughout the year except when the canal shall be ob- 
made of the Tioga coal (found in the same range) by | structed by ice; that must stamp a value on the coal 
a very competent operator, Dr. Meade, who pronoun- | beds in that vicinity, beyond what others, in more re- 
ces it fully equal to the best Liverpool coal, and gives | mote situations can pretend to. 
the following products as the result of the analysis, viz,| The formation here presents other advantages for 
sixty six per cent carbon; thirty bitumen, and two or | mining, that may not however, be so peculiar—in the 
three of earthy matter, a result placing this coal on an | structure of the mountains—rising generally, precipi- 
equality with the very best bituminous coal in any | tously from the river to their extreme elevation, and 
country. Some of the coal in these ranges is contami- | declining gradually back, or sinking down laterally in- 
nated by Pyrites; I observed none at the Lick Run | to the vallies at their feet. Drifis may thus be run in, 
mine, and the Tangascutack coal is believed to be | at any level,at which coal may be found, at an expense 
equally free from it. trifling indeed, in comparison with the expense that is 
The Tangascutack mine, as already stated, is about | necessarily incurred in approaching the coal in some 
seven miles south westwardly from Lick Run, and about other coal fields—Richmond, for instance, where shafis 
five miles interior from the river. It is but barely | have been sunk toa depth of four hundred feet, at an 
opened, if that; the thickness of the stratum, however, | expense of twenty thousand dollars. Mining proper, 
is said tobe ascertained to be about six feet. It isa | will be acheap operation throughout these ranges. The 
beautiful coal, free from tarnish. Some imagine this | greater expense will consist in the construction of rail 
stratum to be acontinuation of the Irish run stratum; | ways &c. for the transportation of the product to the 
from a supposed equality in the altitude of the beds; I | place of shipment. At present the operation is in its 
apprehend this to bea mistake and that the Tangascu- | very infancy. Allisnew. One dollar has been paid, 
tack bed is higher than the Lick run, and is more likely | per ton, at Lick run, for mining, when one half would 
to be connected with the upper stratum ofthe Lick run | have been ample compensation. The mine has been 
field, which is also said to be six feet thick it being a recently leased, and perhaps also ata high rent—fifty 
well known fact that coal strata, generally preserve the | cents on every ton sold at the pit’s mouth, and forty 
same thickness throughout their whole extent. cents when taken to a remote market. The article is 
‘These are the only beds actually opened, near to the | at present floated to market in arks, a clumsy, roughly 
eastern borders of the coal range, from the Tangascu- | constructed vessel, carrying fifty or sixty tons, that must 
tack mine, to the watersof the Tioga, with the ex- | be disposed of with the coal, and on which some loss is 
ception of the mine on the Lycoming creek, already | invariably sustained. Canal navigation must be obtain- 
adverted to. That mine is situated abeut twenty miles | ed; and the Statute Book shews an act of the Legisla- 
from the mouth ofthe Lycoming. Two or three thou- | ture, authorising the construction of a canal, that will 
sand tons of coal are said to have been taken from it, | extend as already noticed, to Lick run. It now reach- 
little of which has yet reached a market, from the want | es to Muncy hill, and it is supposed, the advantages that 
of facilities for the transportation of it to the river. must result to the state from its speedy extension to the 
Coal has been found on Queens Run: so on Pine |} extreme point designated for it, are so palpable and so 
creek, and at several intermediate points between the | great, that no time will be lost in directing the comple- 
Tioga and Lick run. The entire mountain chain, from | tion of the work. The expenditure upon it, as far as it 
the latter point north eastwardly, presents the same se- | has progressed, isa perfect waste of funds, if the work 
ries of rocks, micaceous sandstone—clay slate—Pudding shall there be arrested, an oceurrence, however that 
stone; the whole is one immense coal field. The ob- | cannot be seriously contemplated.— Phil. Gaz. 
servation fully applies to the chain in the opposite di- [Zo be continued. } 
rection—South-westwardly. The Tangascutack mine = 
evinces it in the mountains bordering on the river; and 
coal has been an article of traffic and common use from 
thence south westwardly to Pittsburg. The bitumin- , ’ 
ous coal region of Pennsylvania is ome more extensive Relative to the Finances of the Commonwealth. 
than the anthracite. Either is unexhaustible. The The committee of ways and means, to whom the finan- 
former must embrace within its limits more than ten | cial concerns of the commonwealth, as presented by the 
thousand square miles! Its south eastern boundary is | message of the Governor, and from other sources, have 
the Allegheny ridge; and its limits north westwardly | been referred, beg leave to report: ; 
s the confines of the state. That they have approached the subject of our finan- 
What fancy is comprehensive enough to embrace the | ces, at a period when the state is fully embarked in a 
prospects that are opening on this highly favoured | most stupendous system of public improvement, which 
commonwealth. Coal altogether inexhaustible. The | contemplates the grand design of connecting, by a con- 
hills and the vallies abounding in iron ore. Water | tinued chain of artificial communications, each section of 
power sufficient for all manufacturing purposes. A soil | our territory with every other portion. However limited 
stretching along her water courses, and spreading over | and partial may be the present execution of this object, 
her immense limestone vallies, capable of yielding an! yet the undertakings of past legislatures have been so 
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the bold outline sketched by our predecessors must ac- 
complish this mighty purpose, vast in tlhe required effort, 
but infinite in its beneficial consequences. Whatever 
progress has been made in these works, and however 
useful they may prove to the vicinities in which they are 
located, it is the province of this committee to state that | 
it is believed, that our improvements now stand at the 
precise point where the greatest possible expenditure 
has been made to the least possible profit. It is not for 
the committee to assert, that this state of affairs has been 
anticipated or intended. It has grown out of the gua- 
rantees demanded by each section of the state having a 
local interest, that their special connexion with the ge- 
neral system should be secured by a commencement of 
the work in which they were most interested. No one | 
great leading line, sufficiently diffusive of its benefits, 
has been selected, upon which the concentrated ener- 
ies of the commonwealth could have been exclusively | 
directed, to the entire satisfaction of all its districts. The | 
natural and unavoidable result bas been, the commence. | 
msnt of several lines of work, none of which have been | 
so fortunate in their points of departure and destination, | 
ss to afford the valuable returns which a line more fully | 
extended, and more fully connected, would most surely | 
produce. An obvious proof of this position is deducible | 
from the line between the east and west. Completed | 
at each end, the middle section is yet an unfinished 
link between the extremes,and each separated division 
will fail of reasonable pecuniary return, until the whole 
forms one line. Destined to decome one of the first 
avenues of transportation and travel between the east 
and west, and to contend for the immense and illimit- 
able commerce of those regions, and to carry its ad- 
vantages through the heart of Pennsylvania, it now 
serves but the limited though useful purpose of convey- 
ing the natural produce and manufactures of its imme- 
diate vicinity. Other knes of canal and rail road, either | 
entireiy isolated, or stopping short of their points of tul- 
lest benefit, illustrate this truth ina no less striking de- | 
gree, and fortify the position that our investments, how- | 
ever profitable, if properly carried out,‘have been made 
with no view to immediate returns to the treasury of the 
state. The committee will not trespass on the province 
of other committees, to whom the duty is assigned, of 
indicating the proper works, which should be pursued, 
but they will venture the belief that every connexion or | 
extension now or hereafter judiciously authorised, must 
not only fully repay the interest ofits cost, but largely 
accumulate the profit to be derived from existing nes 
already finished, by accomplishing the original designs | 
of the legislature as to their construction. ‘The altera- | 
tions and repairs incident to new works, the consequent | 


extended anil scattered, that fully to connect and fill up 


| faith? 


'rending the chains of despots. 
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ready rivalled the foremost in her advances. ‘The only 
calculation we have now to make, is whether our 
strength and our resources are fully competent to all 
necessary and useful objects, and wl ether all our pub- 
lic improvements can be effected, by means which are 
cheerfully afforded by our sister states. 

It is a subject of congratulation to this community, 
that so much public improvement has been now ac- 
complished, that the extent snd expense of all th t re- 
mains to be desired can be reacily discerned and reason- 
ably calculated. It is but a few years since the projects 
now actually realised, were deemed visionary and im- 
possible and ridiculed as the imaginations of creative 


\fancy. It was foretold that our resources would prove 


inadequate, and that the credit of the commonwealth 
would fall prostrate uncer the overwhelming burthens, 
necessarily to be assumed. Yet your committee have 
the high gratification of communicating to this House, 
thatall their information presents the pleasing assur- 
ance, that the credit of this commonwealth has not 
only been unimpaired, but that it stands at this moment 
upon an elevated and unshaken basis. The capitalists 
of this country and of the world have had their 
eyes upon our work, and the keen gaze of the monied 
speculator has been gratified with the result of his scru- 


tiny. Theirfexamination has discovered a plain thrifty, 
| frugal and enterprising population, individually pune- 
tual in the performance of their obligations: They 
| have found the administration of the public affairs of 


this people, free from the alarms of neighbouring hos- 
tility, without demands for expensive fortifications, 
without drafts to satisfy the pay rolls of armed mercena- 
ries, unpressed by a galling burthen of civil lists swell- 
ed by pensions and by sinecures, pursuing the noiseless 
tenor of their way inthe cultivation of the arts of peace, 


/and crowning the mountains with the triumphs of me- 
chanical skill. 


Can it be, that such a people will fail of 
ability when the investment of their capital and credit 


is directed in such channels that its employment neces- 
sarily increases its amount? Can it be that such a peo- 
ple true to their private word, will forfeit their public 
These questions have been answered, we ma 
proudly assert, by a decided negative, and the capital- 
ists of the old world are now se ekirg a safe and secure 


‘investment for their overflowing wealth in the funds of 
| the land of Penn, of Franklin and of Morris. They know 
_ the superior value of stocks which are unruffled by the 


agitation of every wave, and unshaken hy the breezes 
which bear to our shores, the struggles of freedom, 


\ . These are not the flat- 
teries of fancy, but the serious conclusions from ascer- 
tained facts, 


Your committee cannot forego this opportunity of 


pent: 
at 


8s aD he 


<7 ipl se 


interruptions of their employment, which may be con: | contesting the unfounded impression sometimes sought 
sidered, in truth, as items of the expense of orginal | to be made at home, that our public debt operates asa 
construction, have all tended to reduce the revenue | special mortgage upon every man’s farm. Independent 
derivable from these works, and fully bear out this com. of the legal error of this assertion—there is not the most 


mittee in the position now again pressed upon your at- | 
tention, that our improvements have exhausted the 

greatest possible expenditure, and as yet afforded the 

least possible income. We are now at the dead point | 
in our great work, and after passing this; our operations | 
must be more easy, productive and powerful. It is the | 
very point where patience and exertion are the most | 
necessary on the part ofthe legislature and of the peo- 
ple, to pass through the difficulties thrown around them, 
Activity must now be immediately succeeded by ac- 
complishment, and temporary efforts and in permanent 
advantages. It is true, that the improvements we have 
undertaken, nay those we have finished, might have 
been more easily effected, ifthey had been the work of 
more time. But when we reflect, that Pennsylvania 
had been passed in the career of modern improvement, 
and that she was forced upon the development of her 





distant probability of any citizen being ever called up- 
on for his portion of the principal of the debt, and in 
no event, can the demand exceed his share of the defi- 
ciency between the interest reserved on the leans, and 
the combined amount of tolls and other sources of reve. 
nue. ‘This mistake has arisen from a contracted view 
of the origin and character of our public engagements. 
In general where such a debt exists, a large portion of 
it, if not the entire sum, arises from wasteful and ruin- 
ous wars; from the uprofitable contest (betwen nations) 
of doing each other the most harm. These contests 
usually leave the states engaged in them, without re- 
muneration or indemnity, in the condition of desolate 
defeat or barren victory, The treasures of the states 
thus involved,vanish without leaving a wreck behind.— 
Asto our debt, let every citizen reflect, there is, in 
commercial phrase, ‘value received.” If there is a debt- 
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wenergies by the exertions of her rivals, it cannot but ad- | OF side to the account there is slso a credit side. It has 
minister to the national pride of her sons, that she has | not been wasted for blood, rior lavished forth for great 


awakened like a giant from her slumbers, and has al- | men’s laurels. When the inventory of our effects is ful- 
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ly taken, and the balance finally struck, there is little | Easton Bank, payable Ist May, 1857, (or 


reason to doubt it will be largely in favour of our pru- | sooner) se 25,000 00 
dent investments. Independent of the immediate ex-| Harrisburg Bank, payable Ist May, 1837, ein 
penditure of the money, blest in its distribution, and| (or sooner) 50,00 
blest in its receipt, as the sweet earnings of honest | Stock loan—act of Ist April, 1826, pay- 00 00 
toil, the money borrowed isso invested, according to| able 1st Dec. 1846, 4 300,0 

the expense of all the adjoining states, as immensely to | Stock lean—act of 9th April, 1827, pay- er 
augment the value of private property, as well astore-| able Ist Dec. 1850, 1,000,0 


turn to the common stock, when the investments shall | Stock Joan—act of 24th March, 1828, pay- - 
be fully made and fairly tried, an accumulated interest.| able 1st Dec. 1853. 2,000,000 
And where shall any citizen, desirous to improve his Stock loan—act of 18th Dec. 1828, paya- 


condition, and who is not fully sensible of our exemp-| able Ist Jan. 1854, , 800,000 00 
tions and advantages, look for a state that has effected | Stock loan—act of 22d April, 1829, pay- 00 
60 mueh public work, in all which each one bas hiscor-| able 1st Dec. 1854, 2,200 000 


porate interest, without ever calliug upon the people ; Stock loan—act of 15th March, 1830, pay- 

for one cent of contribution from their private purse’—| able Ist March 1858, 4,000,000 00 
The roads, bridges, colleges, and other munificent ex-, Charter loan—sanctioned by act of Jan. 

penditures of the finances of this commonwealth, be-| 1831. si : 202,500 00 
fore the era of canal and rail-road constructions, were Miscellaneous appropriations,unpaid on Ist . 
chiefly made from her current and disposable revenue, | Dec, 1850, and not bearing interest, 170,020 4 
instead of drawing on the pockets of the people, where 





other less affluent states have been compelled to resort. 
Let it also be remembered, that in the year 1813, (act 
of 2d December, 1813, the very considerable sum of | 


$310,657 30, chargedupon us as our quota of the di-| 
rect tax, assessed upon the United States, was dis- | 


$12,512,520 48 


_—_- 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


To internal improvements, by roads, &c. 
under act of 26th March 1621, and for- 














charged without an effort, and without the slightest | mer ents 930,000 00 

peal to the people. Whicre are the citizens ofa state Applied i improvements, peni- 

like ours, which has never paid a direct tax for the)” ‘cntiaries $220,000 

support of her Government, or the payment of the ex. | Applied to previous loans 380,000 

penses of its administration? Where is the Govern- | PP , —— 600,000 00 

ment that has paid the taxes of her citizens, and never | . . : 8 . 150,000 00 

asked them to be refunded? Where is the state that | — z 75 aa oo 160,000 00 

is now in the fifth year of her prosecution of such im- | annted to Penn’a canal : per act of Ist 

mense works and expenditure of such large sums, and | i ril, 1826 ; 300,000 00 

as yet has paid the interest from her own coroporate | ae (per act of 9th April, 1827,) 1,000 000 00 

resources’ | Do. (per act of 24th March, 1828,) 2,000,000 00 
The general tax of other states is large, and wecan! o> (per act of 18th Dec. 1828, ) 800,000 00 

better estimate our best privileges by acquaintance Do. (per act of 22d April, 1829,) 2,200,000 00 

with the extent of their burthens. The citizens of Do. peract of 27th March 

New York pay a tax upon all their real and personal | 1830, $3 459,552 00 

property, which has varied from half a mill totwo mills; Do. peract of 7th Dec. 

inthe dollar. The tax of the state of Ohio is said to be | 1829, 487,034 46 

still larger; and these are the two great states rivalling | per act of January, 1831, 53,433 54 

our march of improvement. It is presumed that each | —— 4,000,000 00 

and every state of our Union, will in turn attempt to! Do. per act of January, 1831, 202,500 00 

improve the advantages of nature by the application of| Do, to turnpikes, 112,214 98 

the inventions of art, and we challenge the exhibition | Do. to bricges, 6,000 00 

of any state, whose corporate resources (independent; Do. to rivers, 18,190 52 

of any assistance from her people) equal those of Penn-| — Miscellaneous, 33,614 98 


sylvania forthe accomplishment of such beneficial de- 
signs. 

The committee will now proceed to state the entire 
debt of the commonwealth, together with the several 
appropriations of moncy authorised by the several acts 
incurring said debts, as nearly es the same can now be | 
ascertained, the debt being summed up as existing at | 
the present date, under the present laws, and exclusive | 
to temporary loans or other expenditure, which may | 
have been necessarily made, or may be authorised to be | 
made, at this session of the legislature. 

DEBTS. 
Stock loan—act of 2d April, 1821, payable 





$12,512,520 48 


__. 


Public Debt of the Commonwealth. 
The amount of public debt, as exhibit- 
ed, $12,512,520 48 
Balance of stock and property held by the 
State over her public debt, 





2,661,666 04 





$15,174,186 32 


Public property of the Commonwealth. 
State Canals, (amount appropriated, ) 


Ist June, 1831, $930,0L0 00; &e. $10,544,243 13 
Stock Loan —act of 30th March 1824, pay- Bank stock, (par value, ) 2,108,700 00 
2 Turnpike do. do. 1,911,243 39 

able Ist May, 1834, $380,000 
Ist January, 1839 220,000 Canal do. do. 200,000 00 
; Briddge do. do. 410,000 00 





600,000 00 





Stock loan—act of 11th April, 1825, pay- 
able Ist January, 1840, 

Bank of Montgomery county (interest 43 
per cent) payable Ist May, 1835, 

Farmer’s and Mechanics’ Bank of Lancas- 
ter, (interest 44 per cent) payable Ist 
May, 1857, 


$15,174,186 52 
150,000 00 


| Balance to the credit of the Common- 
60,000 00! wealth, $2,661,666 04 
| 











The following statement exhibits the amount of ap- 
25,000 00} propriations to canal and rail-road purposes (and the 
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amount refunded on all the lines, &c.) and the amount 
drwrn on each separate division: | 

Appropriations to Canals and Rail Roads, fe. 
Per act 1 April 1826, $300,000 00 | 


9 April 1827, 1,000,000 00 | 
24 March 1829, 2,000,000 00. 
18 December 1828, 800,000 00 | 


22 April 1829, 2,200,000 00 , 

7 December 1829, 487,034 46 | 

27 March 1830 3,459,532 00 | 
January 1851, 202,500 00 | 

January 1831, 53,433 54 
Amount refunded by canal board and 
superintendents, 41,743 13 











Detailed Expenditure, by Divisions, &c. 
Western division, $2,609,096 94. | 
Juniata division, 2,256,990 63 
Eastern division, 1,214,063 75 
Susquehanna division, 1,048,456 77 | 
West Branch division, 354,604 874) 
Delaware division, 1,178,385 61 | 
North Branch division. 1,007;483 03 | 
French creek feeder, 292,108 72) 
Pennsylvania railway, 287,539 563 | 
Board canal commissioners, appraisers, | 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


$10,544,243 13 | 
| 


7 


&e. 35,044 00 
Balance in the fund, 10 Dec. 1829. 4,540 70 
Since appropriated, 








$10,544,243 13 


—— 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Amount drawn by each divison, according 
to canal commissioners’ report, $10,283,768 &9 
Of appropriations previous to 
1829, $6,300,000 
Do. according to estimates, ses- 
sion 1829-30, 3,459,532 


9,759,532 00 











Total am’t drawn over estimates, 1829-30, $524,236 89 
Amount drawn by the several 

divisions, as above specified, 

over the appropriations and 

estimates of 1829-30, $557,762 66 


| Difference between estimates 


of 1829-30, and appropriation 
of act of 27th March, 1830, 1 06 








$557,765 72 

Amount undrawn by western 
division,ef appropriations and 
estimates of do. 33,526 88 ——-——— 


$524,236 89 











The funds to meet these drafts were supplied by the 
loans from the several banks, commonly called the ehar- 
ter loan, and the amounts refunded by several acting 
canal commissioners, and superintendents, and placed 
in the canal fund, viz. 

Charter loan, aot of 7th December, 1829, $487,084 46 
Am’ts refunded by acting canal comm’rs,&c. 41,743 13 





$528,777 59 
Amount brought down of balance of drafts 
of each division, as detailed above, 524,236 09 





Balance of canal fund in the treasury, at 
the date of canal commissioners’ report, $4,540 79 
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The committee have now exiibited to the House a! Balance of supposed increase, . 


comprehensive and detailed statement of the canal ex- 
penditure,and the items and aggregate an.ount required | 
to finish the canals, and presented them ina tabular form 
for convenient reference. This labour has been under- 
taken because the same exhibit will not be found else- 
where, accessible at one view. They proceed to show 
the manner in which the amount thus required has been 
partially met. 
Bal. required to finish authorized canals, $742,466 124 
Balance in the canal fund, $260,474 24 
Amount of temporary loan, au- 
thorized, £50,000 00 


— 510,474 24 


Am’t not provided for,req’d to finish canals,251,991 883 





As to this excess of expenditure over estimates, it is 


to be observed, that on all the lines there have been 


considerable amounts paid for damages, repairs, and 
expenses incident upon the trial of new canals, and that 
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(Jaxuany 
— - $82,000 
Estimated decrease of expenses, viz. Militia ex- 
penses, . ‘ . ; : : 5,000 
Your committee will not detain the House by minute 


observations upon every item of reveue, but believe the 
following remaiks may not be unacceptable. 


It has been estimated, that there will be an increase 


of the tax on bank dividends for the present year over 


the last of ten thousand dollars, because the aver- 
age product of this Income for five financial years has 


been thirty-thousand dollars in each year, and the di- 


minished amount of the past year will be found suppli- 
ed in the previous or subsequent year, as before ex- 
plained to be an event of not unusual occurrence at- 
tending payments into the treasury. 

The amount arrising from the law of last seasion tax- 
ing writs and records, kc. for the months of July and 


August last was about three thousand dollars. Taking 


| this fora criterion, and making allowance for that pe- 


| riod being probably the least productive of the year, it 


on the western division there has been an extension,and | 
considerable new work authorized by the legislature | 


and board of canal commissioners, for none of which es- 
timates were made by the reports to the legislature of 
1829-30. Your committee forbear to propose a loan or 
other mode of defraying this expense (which is their 


peculiar province), until the action of both houses shall 


determine whether any further amount may be required, 
which together with the means of paying its interest, 
will be properly considered in conjunction. 

The committee will not embody the statement of the 


last financial year, but refer the House toit. It was their 
duty to endeavour to anticipate the revenue and ex- 


. } . . . . *-e 
penses of the year upon which we have entered, and let | gest the precise alterations, if any, which are requisite. 


the House make the comparison between the statement 
for the last and the estimate for the present year. 


of making the payments into the treasury, those receipts 


which should be entered as of this financial year, are | 


often postponed until the next, upon which the amount 


due for both years sometimes accumulates. These 


The | 
House will be pleased to recollect, that from the manner 


| 
} 
| 


amounts cannot often (in merchants’ and tavern licenses | 
for instance) be readily separated, and it becomés al- 


most impossible to ascertain what the precise annual re- 
venue should be in any one year, because paid in differ- 
ent years. This being the case, it is quite as impossible 
to estimate, with any degree of correctness, the precise 
prospective reyenue. All therefore, that can be ex- 
pected will be an approximation to the truth by a gene- 
ral average, where such a rule can be applied. The 
difficulty of making such estimates, may account for the 
fact that they have been seldom hazarded. But it now 
becomes imperiously necessary to examine our probable 
resources, and your committee have deemed it proper 
to offer all the information within their reach, however 
anavoidably imperfect, and inferior to their own wishes. 
Theereceipts of the financial year, 1850, were $623,713 84 
Expenditures of the same period, exclusive 

of interest, were 279,340 73 
The estimated alterations in receipts are prineipally 
upon the following items: ; 


Decrease. 
Militia fines (act of 1823), 





: $5,000 

Old debts, ; ; ; 10,000 

Balance of supposed increase, . 82,000 | 
emmnnanns 
$97,000 | 

Increase. 

Tax on bank dividends, $10,000 

Do. on writs and records, &ce. 17,000 | 

Do. on tavern licenses, =. ; , 10,000 


Do. on hawkers and pedlars, 


5,000 
Do. on retailers of merchandize, 5.000 
€anal tolls, 50,000 


$97,G00 


is believed that the annual product of this law is not 
overrated at twenty thousand dollars. They improve 
this occasion to observe that this law was intended to 
assist in obtaining a fund to defray the expense of the 
administration of justice, by a tax on suitors and others 
availing themselves of the services of courts and public 
officers, in the nature ofa tax upon seals, very common 
in adjoining states. It has gone into operation with 
but little complaint from the body of the people.— 
There may possibly be some inequality as to the speci- 
fication of the taxes upon the several conveyances, 


| writs, &c. but its general operation has been so light 
Auditor General of the receipts and expenditures of the | 


and its purpose so equitable, that it will be prudent, 
your committee would suggest, to suffer it to remain 
in its present shape, until further experience may sug- 


The graduation of tavern licences by the rental, un- 
der the law of last session, itis presumed will improve 
this source of revenue to the amount of ten thousand 
dollars. 

‘Yhe revenue from hawkers and pedlars is estimated 
from the actual receipts of December last, which were 
$3586 80. 

‘The legislature at their last session, yielding to the 
general complaint of the small retailers of foreign mer- 
chandise, that they were paying as high a price for their 
occupations as those who were using much larger capi- 
tals and making larger profits; were induced to attempt 
the graduation of merchants’ licences. Your commit. 
tee state that they have learned with regret that in- 
stances have occurred of evasion of this law, proposing 
an equitable adjustment of the rates, and that the com- 
monwealth has been frequently defrauded of the reve- 
nue which should arise from the higher classes. Your 
committee will endeavour, if practicable, to offer such 
legislative provisions as may tend to carry the scale of 
duties into operation, so that every merchant may be 
properly classed, and that while the retailer limited, in 
his circumstances, is compelled to pay his tax, his more 
affluent neighbour may not escape a just contribution 
according to his more valuable business. Notwith- 


standing these evasions, your committee believe that 


they are on the safe side in estimating the current year’s 
revenue at five thousand dollars additional, unless the 
frauds are more extensive and important, than your 
committee are now advised. The just and full execu- 
tion of the provisions of this law would have contribut- 
ed a considerably higher sum to the treasury than that 
reported. 

The house will readily concur in the calculation that 
the increase of tolls will be fifty thousand dollars. It is 
believed that the amount receivable from the western 
division alone will exceed half that sum. But your 
committee have not been disposed in any instance to 
exaggerate the amount to be expected. It will cer- 
tainly be much more wise to anticipate deficiency for 
the purpose of supplying it, than to create imaginary 








ae 
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revenues, that our successors may realize the disap-| For the satisfaction of the House, however, the situ- 
pointment of their inadequacy, If there should be any 


ation of the internal improvement fund, constituted for 
error in our estimates, the committee hope for the gra- the payment of interest on canal loans (exclusively) as 





tification of finding it in an excess of revenue. ! estimated for the present year, is as follows, viz.— 
The estimate of Receipts and Expenditures, which may ) Auction duties, 


be received and disbursed at the Treasury, for 1831, ex- 


clusive of any payments for interest. 


$130,000 
Dividend on bridge, canal and turnpike stock, 30,000 
Collateral Inheritances, 














20,000 
RECEIPTS. | Escheats, 1,000 
Lands and land office fees, 120,000 | Canal tolls, 75,000 
Auction commissions, 19,000 | Amount applicable from the 
Auction duties, 130,000 | treasury, viz: 
Dividends on bank stock, 121,500 | Total Revenue, $700,000 
on bridge and turnpike stock, 30,600 neil 
Tax on bank dividends, 30,000 | Deduct above, 256,000 
on offices, 10,000 | Do. interest on other loans, 91,725 
on writs and records, 20,000 De. expenses of government, 275,000 
Fees from office Sec’y State, 1,000 —-— 
Tavern licenses, 55,@00 | 622,725 
Duties on setailers of merchandise, 55,000 77,275 
Collateral inheritances, 20,000 | Deficiency of internal improve- 
Militia and exempt fines. 2,000; ment fund, for payment of 
Tin and clock pedlars, hawkers and pedlars, 5,500| interest, 191,850 
Escheats, 1,000 | 


Canal tolls, 
Militia fines, 
Old debts and miscellaneous, 


EXPENDITURES. 
Expenses of government, 


75,000 | 


5,000 | 


5,000 | Deficiency of funds t 





700,000 | Amount of interest due on canal loans, 











O pay inte- 
rest, 191,850, 

$525,125 
The conclusions of your committee agree mainly with 


210,000 | those presented in the Governor’s message. His excel- 
Militia expenses, 20,000 | lency reports to usa deficiency in the fund for payment 
Pensions and gratuities, 25,000 | of interest of two hundred thousand dollars required 
Education, 12,000 | on the first of August next. Your committee as was 
Conveying convicts, 1,000 | their duty, have travelled into details, and present a 

fugitives, 500 | somewhat smaller sum as the precise deficiency of the 
Miscellaneous, 6,500 year. A pradent foresight will increase this provision to 2 
Balance of Revenue, 425,00C | hundred thousand dollars, as there are some contingent 
—— | and special expenses to be anticipated for the present 

700,000 


Amount of interest due on permanent loans, annually, 


viz: 
Interest on 12,055,000 at 5 pr. ct, 
60,000 at 47 


602,750 








_ year; one item of which, will be the expenses of the 
, defence of the commonwealth, in the suit arising out 
| of the estate of John Nicholson. 


| ‘The payments of interest are due on the first days of 


2,850 | February and August in each year, and the whels de- 
25,000 at 44 1,125 | ficiency reported by your committee, falls on the first 
202,500 at 5 10,125 | of August, as reported by the Governor. The pay- 
—j| ment of the bulk of the revenue comes in the latter 
616,850 | part of the year, and if the above deficiency is supplied, 
Balance jof revenue, beyond ordinary expenses of go- | the residue of the revenue if punctually paid at the prop- 
vernment, &c. 425,000 | er period will be sufficient to meet the payment of in- 
Deficiency of surplus revenue to meet the pay- | terest due on the first of February. Inasmuch, howe- 
ment of interest, 191,850 | ver, as this close calculation may almost exhaust the 
ao | treasury on that date, and its receipts cannot alwaysbe 

616,850 


Tt will be observed, that the above statement has 
blended together all the revenue and all the expendi- 
ture, without noticing the funds set apart and pledged 
to the payment of interest on canal loans, designated 


as the internal improvement fund. 


expected or commanded in each month, in sums pre 


_ cisely equal to the drafts; there should be a balance pro” 


vided over the nett funds, of at least fifty thousand dol-- 
lars. ‘This your committee report, therefore, as abso- 


_lutely requisite; making an increase of the regular rev- 
It was deemed | 


enue necessary to be provided for the year of two hun- 


‘ BP ELZPOLIOT IS wore 


proper thus to unite all, as affording the best general | dred and fifty thousand dollars, two hundred thousand 
view of our finances, and furnishing at its footing the | of which should be raised and appropriated for the first 
whole amount requisite to be raised, annually to meet | of August next, and the remaining fifty thousand for the 
all our expenses andengagements. This view is the | first of February following. By these provisions our 


more authorised, because there exists an authority, | public faith, it is believed, can be fully sustained. 
(see sectiou 10th of an act, entitled an act relative to 


The pledge of this commonwealth was solemnly gi- 
the Pennsylvania canal and rail road, approved 22d | ven, toits public creditors, in all the forms of the con- 
April, 1829,) to transfer to the internal improvement | stitution, by the | 


aw of the Ist of April, 1826, in the 
fund, for the payment of interest any disposal amount | following words, ‘*T'hat the faith of this commonwealth 
of the general fund. The revenues set apart to the in- | is hereby pledged to establish sufficient revenues for mak- 
ternal improvement fund for the payment of interest | ing up any deficiency that may hereafter take place, in the 
are held sacred and inviolable as the plighted faith and | 


funds hereby appropriated for the payment of interest? 
credit of this commonwealth. That fund may be in-| Hitherto the regular and usual revenue has proved am- 


creased but it cannot be invaded. Although thus far | ply sufficient for the redemption of that pledge, and 


considered in conjunction with the general revenue, it | the public debt has not been increased the smallest sum 
has only beenso blended for the purpose of ascertain- 


by loans to pay the interest. The responsibility is now 

ing what additional provision is necessary to meet the | thrown upon this legislature, of increasing the funds 

giemands, as well upon that fund, as for all ether obliga- | necessary to pay that interest. Your committee cannot 
¢ ions. 


doubt but that the required provision will be promptly 
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78 [Janvarr 
and decidedly made, in the spirit that becomes the rep- | PHILADELPHIA INSPECTIONS. 

resentatives of an honest and punctual people. This| Inspections of Flourand Meal in the port of Phila- 
people will sustain those who redeem the plighted word | delphia, fromthe 1st October, to the 3lst December 


MISCELLANEOUS. 








and preserves inviolate the hitherto sacred faith of this 
commonwealth. 

Your committee report the bills hereto annexed, for 
the consideration of the House. They will trespass no 
further as to them than to remark, that their object has 
been to reach all the property of the citizens of the 
state, asfully and fairly, as equally and equitably, as 
their best judgment could suggest. All taxes must be 
regarded as unwelcome. Your committee have sought 
to extend, equalize and alleviate their burthen as far as 
practicable. 

The valuation of the real and personal estate, subject- 
ed to county rates and levies, as returned to the com- 
mittee of ways and means of last session, is about three 
hundred millions of dollars. The tax of one mill upon 
the dollar, would therefore produce upwards of two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

The value of the personal property included in the 
second bill is not known. It is presumed its amount | 
would not fall short of one hundred millions of dollars | 
if fairly returned. The tax from this source, at the same | 
rate, would therefore probably reach one hundred thou- | 
sand dollars, deducting the expenses and loss of col- | 
lection. 

Your committee have fully examined and deliberated | 
upon the subject ofa tax upon coal, referred to them) 
as a portion of the message of the governor, and urged | 
upon them by a special resolution of this house; direct- 
ing them to inquire into the expediency. A majority 
of the committee are satisfied that the proposed tax | 
would be of difficult and vexatious collection—unequal | 
and oppressive in its operation—a tax upon the poor, | 
and upon one of the necessaries of life—a bounty to the | 
labor and enterprize of citizens of other states, where | 
coal lands are situate—of injurious effect upon the | 
manufactures and domestic policy of the commonwealth, | 
extremely doubtful as to its constitutionality, as to coal | 
carried into other States;* and perhaps reducing the | 
revenue upon canals more than it would improve it in | 
taxes, by paralyzing the efforts and the hopes of those | 
engaged in its mining and transportation; yet in a spirit 
of respect to the intimation of the house, that they were | 
desirous to consider the subject, and in conformity to 
parliamentary courtesy, a majority of the committee 
have directed the bill of last session to be again reported 
assessing such a tax. 

The committee have earnestly exerted themselves to | 
comply with the known wishes of the house, in report: | 
ing the subjects of revenue in the first part of the session | 
and have succeeded in presenting their views earlier | 
than usual. They have discharged their duty, and com- | 
mit the whole subject to the intelligence of the house. | 
They stand ready tofurnish any explanations, which 
their researches may afford, but will assume neither 
anxiety nor responsibility for the success of their propo- | 
sitions, further than they may share with every individu- | 
al of this house, ina high regard for the honor and an 
industrious zeal for the prosperity of our peaceful and | 
beloved commonwealth. 

BILLS, 
Accompanying the Report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

An act to increase the county rates and levies for the 

use of the commonwealth. 


| 


| 


An act assessing a tax on personal property, to be | 


collected with the county rates and levies, for the use 
of the commonwealth. 

An act to alterand amend an act taxing certain offices. 

An act to authorize the canal commisssoners to sell 
and dispose of the surplus water of the canals. 

An act imposing a Trax UPON COAL. 





* Reference is had to the Constitution of the United 
States, Art. 1, sec. ix. clause 50. Act I. sec. x. clause 29. 


| ¢ 





| 1830. 


} 


123,685 barrels Superfine Flour. 


10,126 half barrels do. do. 
8,907 barrels Scraped _— de. 
95 half barrels do. do. 


2,525 barrels Condemned do. 
4,012 barrels Rye do. 
1,928 hhds. Corn Meal. 

| 6,352 barrels do. 

343 barrels Middlings. 

Amount of the number of bushels of the different 
| sorts of Grain and Coal discharged at the port of Phila- 
| delphia, from the first day of January, until the fourth 
| day of February, 1830. 





| Corn, 2,1954 | Oats, 560 
Wheat, 2,213 | Coal, 4,856 
Barley, 7,277 


ABM. P. FCERING, Head Measurer. 


A statement of the number of bushels of the different 
sorts of grain, (salt, coastwise,) and coal, discharged at 
the port of Philadelphia, from the 4th day of February, 
1830, to the 1st day of January, 1831. 


Corn, 417,6954 | Flaxseed, 9,125} 
Wheat, 258,5064 | Beansand Peas, 1,7314 
Rye, 55,1753 | Clover Seed, 3634 
Barley, 78,2384 | Coal, 106,899 
Oats, 48,857 | Salt, 66,790 





GEORGE M. HECKMAN, 
Head Manager. 
Inspector of Quercitron Bark at the port of Philadel. 
phia, from the Ist March, to $lst December, 1830. 
7391 hhds, 203 tierces, and 1014 barrels. 
JOSEPH S. RILEY, Inspector. 





THE REGISTER. 
JANUARY 29, 1831. 








We present to day several tables exhibiting a view 
of the diseases during each month of the last year—be- 
ing a summary of the tables which we have heretofore 
published, & ina form different from those annually giv- 
en. We defer any remarks till the official account is printed 
—which will show the ages which were affected by the 
different diseases—and with the following tables will fur- 
nish a complete exhibition of the mortality in the city 
and districts, under the care of the Board of Health. 
Should there be any variations between this and 
the official account, they will be corrected hereafter. 
It is proper to mention, that January embraces from the 


| 2d to the 30th, 4 weeks—February, from January 31 to 


February 27, 4 weeks—March, from February 28 to 


March 27, 4 weeks—April, from March 27 to May 1, 5 


weeks—May, from 1 to 29, 4 weeks—June, from May 29 
to July 5, 5 weeks—July, from 3 to 30,4 weeks—August, 
from July 30 to August 28, 4 weeks—September, from 
August 28 to October 2, 5 weeks—October, from (c- 
tober 2 to October 30, 4 weeks—November, from Octo- 
ber 31 to November 27, 4 weeks—December, from 
November 27 to January 1, 5 weeks, 





The Delaware has been frozen over since Monday the 
24th—and hundreds of persons have been skaiting on 
it and the Schuylkill. The Susquehanna at Harrisburg, 
has also been closed for some time. Our streets are 
still filled with snow—and our ice-houses, “being filled” 
with the finest of ice. 


} 
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SUMMARY STATEMENT 


OF THE MONTHLY BILLS OF MORTALITY IN PHILADELPHIA, 
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[January 

i pls | »elelel ti tis_s 

DISEASES. S$) 21S] = | ee 3 © | 2 EF §& 333 

-elsaijselalPile 2] F/F13)5)] &isse 

sl/milAl«alea | >i imal ein{~oclaj)jai= & 

—<———_—_——_—- I I | — 
Inflammation of Brain, . . 8 | 11 | 10); 10 $i4 7 | 7 7 | 5 6 | 4 | 84 
Breast, - : 1 31/0); 0] 213); 0} 1 3/9121 21 19 
Bladder, - - o/ Oo} 1] o| o] 1) oO} 2 0 | 0 can. 
Heart, - - 0 0 0 | O}| O 0 0 | 0 1 0 ss 2 
Liver, . - 31 0 1 3 | 0 3 3 | 3 3 3 1} 1 | 24 
Lungs, - - 6} 13 | 14/17 9 8 4} 61|17 118 | 10 | 12 | 184 
Peritoneum, - 1 | 5 4; 0 ig 2 1 0] 2 0; 0! 18 
Stomach, - - 2 0 6; 3 | 6 8 | 5 2 sia $i:é 52 
Uterus, - - 0} O 0 | 0 0 0} 1 0 0 0 0; 0 1 
Eye, - - 0} O 0; 0 | 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0; 1 
Insanity, - - - - a 4 1; 2 0 2 2 1 0 0 0; 21 19 
Introsusception, - - - 0} O 0| O | 0 1 0 0 0 0 0! O | 1 
Jaundice, - : . - 0} O Si eis [2 oh sg 1 1 1:31 9 
Laudanum to excess, - - 1 0 0; 0 0 1 0; 1 0} 0 21 0 | 5 
Locked Jaw, - ° ‘ ° 0 1 0}; 0 1 0 0 0 1 | 3 0 |: O 6 
ManiaaPotu, - - - - 5| 6] 2] 3110113115] 4115 | 6] 9| 6] 94 
Measles, ° ° . ° 0 1 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 7 
Murdered, - - . - 1 0 0} 0 0 0 0; 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Old age, - . " - 3 6 3 6 5 8 9 4 7 3 4 5 63 
| Ossification of arteries, - - Oo; O 0; 1 0 0 | 0} O 0 0 0 0 1 
Palsey, aug. eo? 5 Bt Si ‘st sist at si Si al ets tls 
Pleurisy, - . : - 2 1 1; 0 1 24 5 0 1 0 0 2 | 11 
Phlegmasia patom, - - - 0 0 0 0 0 0 | 0 0 1 0 0 0 |} 1 
Poisoned, - 0! 0 0| 0 0; 0; O| O 1 0 0 1 2 
Prostate Gland, (disease of) - 0} O 0}; 0} 0 1 0; 9} 0} Of 0} 0 1 
Xheumatism = - - - - 1 1 5. 08;.27 61 8 | 0}; 0] 0} 0} 0 4 
Rupture, - ° ° - 0} O 0; 0; 0 0; 0 0 1 0 a. 2 1 
Scrofula, ae sae ae GELe it Ge ee Peer ee ee eee ee 
Small Pox, - . - - 92 | 16 Ti Bimei 8st 3 i 4/13 3; 1 86 
Sore Throat, - . . - aT 'R 34'S i 3 21 4]1 1 Gigi? 17 
Still Born, - . - - 97 | 24 | 251 35 | 28] 17 | 21 | 21 | 38 | 23 | 20 | 23 | 302 
Sudden, ° “ . . 5 5 8 3 5 | 10 | 28 5 4 7 4/15 99 
Suicide, eee! oe 1] OS 348 |) ea 8 Ot 21.61 aT 7 
Syphilis, . . . - 1 0 0; 0; Of 2! OF O 0 1 1 5 
Shotinaduel,- - -  - 0} o}] 1] 0} of 0j of of of of ol of 1 
Stricture, - - - : 0 0 2 1! 0} 9 0 0 0 | 0 2 
Spasms, . » ° - 0 0 0 0 | 0 4; 0 0 | 0 0 0 0 4 
Stone, - - - - 0 0 0 0; O Ce | 0 0 1 0! O 9 
Teething, cl el et le o} 1) 0] 2| 1 3 | 4) 0] 1] 0] o| 2] 14 
Tumors, - ° ° - 0 0 0 0 | 0 0; 1 0 1 1 1 | 0 4 
Thrush, - - - - ei 0 0 0 . 4 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Tympanitis, - . - - 0\ O 0} O 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Ulcers, - : . - 1; 0 0 1 0 5 1 1 4 0 1 2 16 
Violence, ° ° . ~ eo: 6 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Varioloid, - - - : 1; O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Worms, a et ke Oo; 1] 0} 1] Of Of O} Of Of} Of Of} 1 3 
Wounds, Ps etal s 1} o| of o| of of of of 1| of 1] of 8 
Unknown, .” eo oyh - 2) Oy S) Of 2a -F7 Rt Sie) 8) Fi 2 
Totals each month, _- __—- _[280 (314 297 1348283 |410 1577 |381 [444 [310 (266 |340 |4250 
‘Table showi ing the Ages, Sexes, and Colour, of those who died each month in 1830. 

a AGES, Ke. \Jan’y — May. June. July.| Aug.| Sept.| Oct. | Nov. | Dee.) Total. Total. 
Under 1 year - - - - 84 | 86 | 82 |102 | 86 |166 |210 |134 1136 | 91 | 68 | 84 11329 
Between 1 and 2 years, i 16 | 17 | 25 | 18] 9 | 22 | 48] 63 | 44 | 30 | 15 | 28 | 335 
2and 5 years, - 531 30 16 | 27 16 | 24 | 26 | 15 | 88 | 14] 16 | 28 | 2638 
5 and 10 years, : 10} 9415 | 10 9} 1S | 12] 11 | 10 8 | 13 6 | 126 
10 and 15 years, - gi*4 7 7\| 6 5 7110} 61 4 1 | 8 | 70 
15 and 20 years, . 7 | 9; 8 | 7{ 8} 8) 4] 11] 11 43 i | 98 
20 and 30 years, ° 87 | 38 | 38 | 44 |] 38 | 41 | 61 | 29 | 60 | 385 13 35 | 492 
30 and 40 years, - 51 | 46 | 32 | 4013 42 | 73 | 44 | 55 | 4718 42 | 519 
40 and 50 years, ° 7.120 1331-36 FS 28 | 47 | 25 | $4 | 23 | 31 | 42 | 343 
50 and 60 years, . 23 | 17 | 21 | 27 | 21 | 19 | 34. | 14 | 23 | 201 17 | 25 | 261 
60 and 70 years, >. 42 esi | 22 | 10 '| 19 | 29 | 14 | 11 | 10 | 13 ” 199 
70 and 80 years, - Tr ia 9 | 10);13 | 10 2 4 8 {| 11 110 116 
80 and 90 years, ° 6 6 3 | 4 5 8 7 5 7 7 7 ? 70 

90 and100 years, ; 213] 1]/ 21} 11-5| 5] 2] 121 3] 1]-a] 9 | 
100 and 110 years, . 0| 0 | 0 0} 0 0: 2] O| 0 0 0 | 0 2 
a ci ee, 159 |171 }162 |201 |169 |253 [548 \219 |254 |164 |145 |185 |2410 
Females, - = «= «= [rer {143 [135 ]147 [114 ]177 [229 |162 |190 [146 [121 |155 |1840 
Whites, . . . . 236 |253 1255 |30S 1248 [352 1513 |325 |890 |269 |229 rs 3652 
Blacks, Ramey gt 44 | 61 | 42 | 45 | 40 | 58 | 64 | 56 | 54 | 41 | 44 598 
ie ——<—~ st Ce « 36.135 | 41 | 27133 1 36 | 31 1 23! 44 | 23 | 30 132 | 391 | 





